24                THE SARACENS IN SPAIN.

rose against the Arabs under a Jew named Khaulan, who
was put to death the following year. In 726 they revolted
again, crying that they who had conquered the country
alone had claims to the spoil.1 This formidable rising was
only put down by the Arabs making common cause against
it. But the continual disturbances in Africa kept alive the
flame of discontent in Spain, and the great Berber rebellion
against the Arab yoke in Africa was a signal for a similar
determined attempt in Spain.2 The reinforcements which
the Khalif, Yezid ibn Abdulmalik, sent to Africa under
Kolthum ibn lyadh were defeated by the Berbers under a
chief named Meysarah, and shut up in Ceuta.

Meanwhile in Spain, Abdalmalik ibn Kattan3 Alfehri
taking up the cause of the Berbers, procured the deposition
of Okbah ibn ulhejaj in his own favour, but, this done, broke
with his new allies. He was then compelled to ask the
help of the Syrian Arabs, who were cooped up in Ceuta,
though previously he had turned a deaf ear to their
entreaties that they might cross over into Spain.

The Syrians gladly accepted this invitation, and under
Balj ibn Besher, nephew of Kolthum, crossed the Straits,
readily promising at the same time to return to Africa when
the Spanish Berbers were overcome. This desirable end
accomplished, however, they refused to keep to their agree-
ment, and Abdalmalik soon found himself driven to seek
anew the alliance of the Berbers and also of the Andalusian
Arabs against his late allies.4 But the latter proved too

1  See De Gayangos, Al Makk. ii. 410, note.    He quotes Borbon's
"Karta," xiv. sq.    Stanley Lane-Poole,   "Moors in  Spain/' p.   55,
says, Monousa, who married the daughter of Eudes, was a leader of
the Berbers.   Conde, i. 106, says, Othman abi Neza was the leader, but
Othman ibn abi Nesah was Ameer of Spain in 728.

2 Al Makkari, ii. 40.                                      3 Cardonne, i. p. 135.

4 The Syrian Arabs seem to have borne a bad character away from
home. The Sultan Muawiyah warned his son that they altered for the
worse when abroad. See Ockley's " Saracens."